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Mapleton schools chief named Colorado 

Superintendent of the Year 

 

Charlotte Ciancio, superintendent of the Mapleton Public School District, is the 2012 Colorado 
Superintendent of the Year. Ciancio’s selection was announced today by the Colorado Association of 
School Executives (CASE).  

Ciancio became superintendent in Mapleton in 2001, and is praised by her colleagues for her 
incisive leadership in a district characterized by high levels of poverty and student need. At the time 
she became superintendent, the district was facing low and failing student achievement scores and 
graduation rates. She created a comprehensive strategic plan and in 2005, led the complete 
overhaul and reinvention of the district’s schools for the purpose of addressing access and 
achievement gaps. Traditional neighborhood schools were transformed into “small-by-design” 
schools with distinct educational programs geared towards meeting the different learning needs of 
students. The result has been increased student engagement, improved test scores, and a higher 
level of college readiness.  

A hallmark of Ciancio’s leadership is her success in building partnerships to benefit Mapleton 
students. She actively seeks partner organizations in non-profit associations, local government, and 
law enforcement for the purpose of bringing resources into a community that would otherwise go 
without. Ciancio has secured millions of dollars in grant funding for playground equipment on school  
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campuses, worked to bring an Air Force Junior ROTC program into the district, and partnered with the 
regional library to bring a fully-stocked library onto Mapleton’s main campus. Having grown up in the 
district and attended Mapleton schools herself, Ciancio’s unwavering dedication to the students and 
community is evident.  

Mapleton school board president Norma Frank commends Ciancio for her tenacious and courageous 
leadership, noting that Ciancio “continued to lead a systems change and reinvention of a school district 
long before the notion of reform became popular.” She is regarded as one who instills in all district staff a 
sense of ownership for the learning and achievement of all students, and she is quick to share credit for 
success with teachers, administrators, and other leaders.  

ARAMARK Education, ING, and the American Association of School Administrators (AASA) sponsor the 
awards program in conjunction with CASE. Ciancio was selected by a group of her peers from the 
Colorado Association of Superintendents and Senior Administrators (CASSA), a department of CASE and 
an affiliate of AASA. Criteria for selection include exemplary performance in (1) leadership for learning, (2) 
communication skills, (3) professionalism, and (4) community involvement. 

CASSA Past President and Gilpin County Superintendent Tina Goar chaired the selection process and 
stated, “Charlotte is an excellent role model for what a superintendent of schools needs to be in the 21st 
century. To meet the learning needs of students, we must make transformational change within in our 
education system, and she has successfully done that.” 

As Colorado’s Superintendent of the Year, Ciancio is eligible to become the National Superintendent of 
the Year. The national winner will be announced at AASA’s annual conference in February 2012.  

For additional information about Ciancio, please contact Whei Wong at Mapleton Public Schools at 
(303)853-1049 or wongw@mapleton.us .   

 

Established in 1969, the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) is an organization of more than 
2,000 school administrators committed to improving student achievement through promoting and 
building quality education leadership in all Colorado schools. 
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