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  Taylor Lobato honored at CASE 
Education Leadership Convention 

Breckenridge, Colorado - At its annual education leadership convention in 
Breckenridge, the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE), honored 
Taylor Lobato as a champion of education, bestowing the University of Denver 
student with its CASEY award.  
 
The Lobato lawsuit challenged the constitutionality of Colorado's education 
financing. Earlier this summer the Colorado Supreme Court overturned a district 
court decision on the case.  
 
"Since this journey began, my eyes have been opened to what it means to have 
the name of this case match my very own name. I have done my best to tell my 
story and share my experiences, hoping that one day those structuring the fate 
of our education system would understand what needs to be done to make it 
better," Lobato said as she accepted CASE's highest award. "We have stood up 
and fought for the children of Colorado and for what is right for them, and for our 
state." 
 
 
 

  



The superintendent from Lobato's school district in Center, George Welsh, was 
on hand to present her with the award.  
 
"Taylor’s receipt of this award is a direct result of the dignified way she 
conducted herself as the main spokesperson behind the Lobato vs. Colorado 
lawsuit, and the power of her testimony in court," said Welsh. "Of course we all 
know the end result of Lobato vs. Colorado was a sound defeat in Colorado’s 
highest court. However, I hold the belief that the end result of the Lobato case 
will be a better, more adequate, and more equitable public education funding 
system for Colorado. Lobato vs. Colorado told the stories and put the facts in 
front of everyone, and now we all need to work  
together to find and support political solutions to the problems it exposed." 
 
CASE's Executive Director, Bruce Caughey, looked toward the Lobato decision 
as an opportunity to provide greater visibility to Colorado's education financing 
system.  
 
"Here is what the name Lobato has given to education in the past decade. One, 
great visibility for the lack of adequate school funds, two, a direction for doing 
what is right, and three, inspiration for tomorrow," Caughey said.  
 
Lobato is continuing her studies in public policy and strategic communications at 
the University of Denver, and will enter into a Master's program in 2014.  
 
"The fact that there are such amazing people, such as the people of CASE 
fighting for Colorado students is very promising," Lobato said. "I hope that the 
legislature and the education community can continue to create a system that 
works for our children, our educators and our state. Keep on fighting." 
 

# # # 
 
The Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) is Colorado's dynamic 
voice for education leadership. The organization represents over 2,000 
members on a statewide level with its advocacy, professional development and 
communications efforts. 

 

  
Questions? Contact Greg Benchwick at 303.762.8762 or email  
gbenchwick@co-case.org 
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