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Mesa County School Leader Named 2011 High School 
Principal of the Year 

 
Matt Diers, principal of Palisade High School in Mesa County, is the 2011 Colorado High 
School Principal of the Year. Diers’ selection was announced today by the Colorado Association 
of School Executives (CASE). 
 
Diers is credited for implementing instructional practices, classroom management techniques, 
and tiered student interventions that have had a significant positive impact on learning and 
achievement. Achievement, graduation, and drop out data reflect this, and schools from around 
the state have visited Palisade High School to see in person their programs. Since the 2006-07 
school year, the graduation rate has risen by 6%, and CSAP percentile growth has been in the 
double digits, including 18% growth in math.  
 
His colleagues praise Diers for facilitating among teachers, parents, and community members a 
shared sense of vision for the high school. He has fostered the expectation that every staff 
member take personal ownership for helping all students learn and succeed. He himself is deeply 
involved in the daily activities of the school, and personally connects with his over 1,000 
students on a daily basis, most of whom he knows by name.  
 
Four years ago, Diers led the implementation of a Positive Behavior Support Model that has 
proven to effectively hold students accountable for attendance, academic performance, and 
conduct. This model helps directly inform student interventions, and every staff member plays a 
role in helping students reach their full behavior and academic potential. Diers is unwaveringly 
committed to promoting the success of all students, and notes that Palisade High School “is a 
unique environment in which our students, parents, and community benefit from the work we do 
every day.” 
 
In his letter of support, Mesa County Executive Director of High Schools William Larsen 
commends Diers for the difference he’s made in the lives of students. “Through Matt’s 
collaborative leadership, persistence, and commitment to a shared vision, and insightful use of 



teacher’s talents and expertise, Palisade High School has consistently improved their student 
achievement and learning environment,” he said. Diers’ successes include the development of a 
highly-regarded International Baccalaureate program, as well as learning center that specifically 
targets the unique needs of individual students.  
 
A school administrator for 11 years, Diers has been principal at Palisade High School since 
2005. Prior to that, he served as assistant principal.  
 
Diers was selected by his peers in the Colorado Association of Secondary School 
Principals (CASSP), a department of CASE and affiliate of the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals (NASSP).  
 
The Principal of the Year program is sponsored by MetLife and NASSP. This award 
recognizes leaders who have succeeded in providing high-quality learning opportunities 
for students. Selection criteria include proven educational leadership, resolution of 
complex problems, development of self and others, and a record of community service. 
 
As Colorado High School Principal of the Year, Diers is eligible for National High School 
Principal of the Year recognition, which will be announced in 2012.  

 

### 

Established in 1969, the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) is an 
organization of more than 2,000 school administrators committed to improving student 
achievement through promoting and building quality education leadership in all Colorado 
schools. 

 
        
 
 


