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Eagle County leader earns Colorado High School Principal of 

the Year award 
 

 

Mark Strakbein, principal of Eagle Valley High School in Eagle County, is the 2010 Colorado High 

School Principal of the Year. Strakbein’s selection was announced today by the Colorado Association 

of School Executives (CASE). 

 

Strakbein has led the effort to increase student achievement and graduation rates, with incredible 

success.  Since he became Eagle Valley principal in 2004, the graduation rate has steadily increased 

and is now over 22% higher than it was just five years ago.  With 92.5% of students graduating in 

2009, this is nearly 20% higher than Colorado’s overall state graduation rate.   

 

Along with spearheading these dramatic student achievement improvements, Strakbein has instilled a 

positive school culture that touches Eagle Valley students, staff, and community members.  He’s 

praised for transforming the high school from a place where students struggled and staff often felt 

they lacked direction, to a dynamic environment in which kids are inspired to learn, and staff feels 

valued and highly motivated.  His staff admires him for “walking the walk” and modeling a positive 

attitude and unwavering dedication to excellence.   

 

In their nomination letter, the Eagle Valley School District Executive Director of Secondary 

Education and Superintendent stated that Strakbein “designed and implemented one of the most 

significant reform efforts in high school education.”  This includes a comprehensive teacher 

evaluation system, systemic curriculum alignment, and highly successful student intervention and 

mentoring programs.  These and other initiatives he’s implemented are research-based, inclusive, and 

directly impacted student performance and educator effectiveness.   
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He is humble and quick to see the best in everyone 
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A school administrator for 14 years, Strakbein was previously principal at Red Canyon High School and 

Battle Mountain High School in Eagle County.   

 

CASE Executive Director and former Eagle Valley School District Superintendent John Hefty hired 

Strakbein for his first principal position at Battle Mountain High School in 1996.  “Schools need positive 

energy,” stated Hefty. “No one is better at creating positive energy in a school than Mark Strakbein.  

Students and staff significantly benefit from this.  Not only does Mark create energy, he focuses it for the 

benefit of all students.” 

 

Strakbein was selected by his peers in the Colorado Association of Secondary School Principals 

(CASSP), a department of CASE and affiliate of the National Association of Secondary School 

Principals (NASSP).  

 

The Principal of the Year program is sponsored by MetLife and NASSP. This award recognizes 

leaders who have succeeded in providing high-quality learning opportunities for students. Selection 

criteria include proven educational leadership, resolution of complex problems, development of self 

and others, and a record of community service. 

 

As Colorado High School Principal of the Year, Strakbein is eligible for National High School 

Principal of the Year recognition, which will be announced in early 2011.  

 

### 

Established in 1969, the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) is an organization of 

more than 2,000 school administrators committed to improving student achievement through 

promoting and building quality education leadership in all Colorado schools. 

 

        

 


