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Douglas schools Mike Baumann named 
Assistant Principal of the Year 

 

 

Mike Baumann, assistant principal of Ponderosa High School in the Douglas County School District, 
has been named the 2011 Colorado Assistant Principal of the Year by the Colorado Association of 
School Executives (CASE).  
 
Baumann is held in high regard by his peers as an exceptional leader who deeply cares about the 
students, parents, and fellow educators that he works with. He has spearheaded numerous 
programs at Ponderosa High School that have had a direct positive impact on student learning and 
school culture. In particular, his implementation of an instructional coaching program for teachers 
and a program targeting at-risk students has been particularly successful in enhancing teaching and 
learning opportunities. 
 
In his recommendation letter, Ponderosa High School Principal Chuck Puga praised Baumann’s 
collaborative and inclusive leadership style. Puga stated, “Mike demonstrates a work ethic and 
passion that is extraordinary. He connects with people and develops a great rapport in a short time 
that creates an atmosphere where they feel valued and comfortable.” 
 
Baumann has been an assistant principal at Ponderosa High School since 2005; prior to that he was 
the school’s Dean of Students. He began his education career as a social studies teacher in 1999 in 
the Pewaukee School District in Wisconsin. 

More… 
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The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) and Virco sponsor the National 
Assistant Principal of the Year program. Baumann was selected by the Colorado Association of 
Secondary School Principals (CASSP), a state affiliate of the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals, and one of seven CASE departments. Selection criteria include demonstrated success in (1) 
educational leadership, (2) resolving complex problems, (3) developing self and others, and (4) 
community service. 
 
CASSP President Jim Lucas chaired the selection process and stated of Baumann, “Mike greatly 
impressed us with his leadership and clear commitment to serving kids. He’s helped bring and 
implement high quality programs at Ponderosa High School that have clearly been embraced by the 
staff and students alike.” 
 
Baumann’s colleague and fellow Ponderosa High School Assistant Principal Mike Loitz spoke highly of 
Baumann. “Mike truly leads by example; he is not a ‘do what I say’ administrator; he is, without 
knowing it, very much a ‘do as I do’ leader.” 
  
“I’m humbled by this honor,” said Baumann. “I work with an incredible team and am so proud of the 
relationships that we have at Ponderosa between students and staff, and among the staff 
themselves. All of us are committed to focusing on the needs of each individual student and ensuring 
that they have what they need to succeed.” 

 
As a state winner, Baumann is eligible for the National Assistant Principal of the Year award, which 
will be announced in late February. 
 

Established in 1969, the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) is an organization of more 
than 2,000 school administrators committed to improving student achievement through promoting 
and building quality education leadership in all Colorado schools. 
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